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Abussir and in Kom-el-Nur each 1 case, 1 death ; in Alexandria, under 
date of February 20, 1 new plague case was recorded. 

British India. — In the Bombay Presidency, during the week ended 
January 24, there were registered 6,610 new plague cases with 4.369 
deaths — that is to say, 1,052 cases and 479 deaths more than during the 
foregoing week. In the city of Bombay, during the period from Janu- 
ary 15 to January 21, there occurred 358 plague cases and 298 deaths. 

Mauritius. — During the five weeks from December 6 to January 9, 
there were registered 42, 46, 38, 34, and 37 plague cases and 25, 21, 23, 
23, and 22 deaths, respectively. 

Cape Colony. — In the middle of February 1 case of plague was 
recorded at Somerset West. 

Brazil. — In Bio de Janeiro during the period from December 26 to 
January 25, there occurred 42 plague cases and 20 deaths. 

Plague and cholera. 

British India. — In Calcutta, during the period from January 5 to 
January 11, there occurred 31 fatal cases of cholera. There were also 
registered during the same period, 40 plague cases and 36 deaths. 

Cholera. 

Straits Settlements. — In Singapore during the month of Decem- 
ber last, there were registered 9 cases of cholera. 

Respectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul General. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Feeble-minded children discussed by the German society for fostering the 

public health. 

Berlin, Germany, February 26, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following short report of the 
proceedings of Die deutsche Gesellschaft fur offentliche Gesundheit- 
spflege at its meeting on February 24, 1902: (Translated from the 
Lokal-Anzeiger, Berlin, February 25.) "The German society for 
fostering' the public health was engaged at its yesterday's meeting in 
the discussion of a question of general interest. Dr. Caesel spoke of the 
results of his examinations of feeble-minded children in the Berlin 
parish schools. For a number of years past the state and municipality 
nave devoted special solicitude to these unhappy creatures. Since the 
year 1898 such children receive special instruction in auxiliary classes 
established for this purpose, so far as appears desirable. The instruc- 
tion is iutended to advance the children so far as to render them capable 
to go through the ordinary school course, or to acquire such preparatory 
learning for later life as may be practically attainable. During the 
years 1898-1900, Dr. Cassel examined 129 children — 71 boys and 58 
girls. The data which he here found are in many respects remarkable 
and render it possible to form a clear opinion regarding the physical, 
mental, and moral personality of the children. No less than 62 per 
cent of the children learned to walk later than normally — that is to say, 
not until after their second year — while 44 per cent only began to speak 
after their third year. The children were not infrequently passionate, 
obstinate, and untruthful. Most of them suffered from weak memory. 
The ability to read, write, and calculate was often very poor, 95 per 
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cent of the children being very weak in arithmetic ; 22 per cent had not 
even the slightest comprehension for figures, although they had already 
been two years in the. lowest classes of the schools. In conclusion, Dr. 
Cassel advocated a common action of the physicians and teachers and 
recommended systematic examinations of the feeble-minded children in 
the parish schools of Berlin." 

Respectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Health of Berlin. 

Berlin, Germany, February 27, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that the health of Berlin daring the 
week ended February 15, was exceedingly good. The mortality rate 
was lower than that of the foregoing week, amounting to 15.2 per 1,000, 
and although higher than that of Charlottenburg and Schoeneberg, was 
lower than that of two-thirds of the other German large towns and 
considerably less than that of London, Paris, and Vienna. 

The participation of children in their first year in the mortality was 
higher than in the first February week — being 4.4 per 1,000 of the 
living — which was not, however, one-half that of Munich and Breslau. 
Acute diseases of the intestines claimed 32 victims. Acute diseases of 
the respiratory organs decreased somewhat, causing 57 deaths, thereby 
leaving Berlin as ranking among those large cities in which these dis- 
eases caused the least number of deaths. The heavy increase in the 
number of deaths from consumption in the foregoing week, has been 
followed by a considerable decrease, 73 deaths being registered as com- 
pared with 113. Severe cases of measles were somewhat less frequent. 
The number of cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria remained the same, 
the former causing 6, the latter 7 deaths. Cases of influenza were more 
frequent, 5 deaths being registered. Finally there were recorded 16 
deaths by violence, being four times the number of the previous week. 
Respectfully, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
Report of quarantine on outgoing vessels at Honolulu. 

Honolulu, H. L, March 8, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of outgoing 
quarantine transactions at this station for the week ended March 1, 
1902 : Number of steamers inspected and passed, 2 ; sailing vessels 
inspected and passed, 4 ; cabin passengers inspected and passed, 90 ; 
steerage passengers detained and passed, 7 ; steerage passengers rejected, 
30; crew inspected and passed, 68 ; pieces of baggage disinfected, 54 ; 
sailing vessels disinfected, 2. 

Respectfully, L. E. Cofer, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8., 

Chief Quarantine Officer, Hawaii. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



